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It is really hard to believe that it 
is the end of August already.  It 
seems like SeaSeaSeaSea----Pac Pac Pac Pac was yesterday. 
I hope you enjoyed the summer 
of events as much as Jenny and 
I did.  Let’s see, outside of SeaSeaSeaSea----PacPacPacPac, 
there was Field Day; The Bridge 
Pedal; two outings at Rood 
Ridge Park; Hood to Coast, just 
to name a few events for hams 
in our club this summer.  
 

The Portland Marathon, other 
events that I can’t think of right 
now, are this fall, I hope that 
you will continue to support 
these events. 
 

On behalf of the club Board of 
Directors, I would like to thank 
the 70 members who took the 
time and effort to vote in our 
special election to fill a couple of 
vacancies.  Herb Hirst K7HLH 
and Phil Kane K2ASP are newly 
elected to the board.  Thanks for 
stepping up and volunteering. 
 

Our September meeting will be 
at our new location at Sunset 
Presbyterian Church. There is 
more about the location 
elsewhere in the Oscillator. I am 
really looking forward to the 
new location. 
 

73  
Pat Roberson N7PAT 
President, OTVATC  

CLUB MEETING 

THURSDAY, September 16th 

 

"MY TWO CENTS"  
Pat Roberson 

The Election to replace our Vice 
President and a Trustee has 
been completed.  Thank you to 
the 70 members who returned 
ballots. 
 

Election results have been 
announced, Herb Hirst K7HLH is 
our new Vice President and Phil 
Kane K2ASP is filling the 
Trustee position expiring in 
December 2011. 

ELECTION RESULT 

Oregon Tualatin Valley Amateur Radio Club    

3RD THURSDAY 
OTVARC is affiliated with 
ARRL: The National Association 
for Amateur Radio and is a 
Special Service Club. The 
THURSDAY, September 16th 
Meeting will at the Community 
Building, Sunset Presbyterian 
Church, 14986 NW Cornell Rd, 
just off US 26 (Exit 65) in 
Beaverton.  Check out the map 
at: 
http://tinyurl.com/otvarc-site 
 

Our September meeting will 
answer the question, “What Do 
I Need To QSO On Satellites?” 
Our club made it’s first satellite 
W7OTV contact through AO-51 
on Thursday, July 16th with 
Mel KB7PVW at the mike.   
 

New Hams, Guests, and family 
members are always welcome. 
A license is not required. 

Some of the things you can do to 
prepare for the unexpected, such 
as making an emergency supply 
kit and developing a family 
communications plan, are the 
same for both a natural or man-
made emergency. 
 

However, there are important 
differences among potential 
emergencies that will impact the 
decisions you make and the 
actions you take. Learn more 
about the potential emergencies 
that could happen where you 
live and the appropriate way to 
respond to them. 
 

In addition, learn about the 
emergency plans that have been 
established in your area by your 
state and local government. 
 
   See Emergency preparedness, page 4 

FEMA REMINDER 



The third FIFTH WEDNESDAY CONTEST of 2010 
will take place on Wednesday, September 29th 
from 8:00 to 9:00 pm.  This is an FM Simplex 
Contest designed to increase our capability in the 
use of a single shared frequency and the varied 
range experienced with propagation on 2 Meters. 
 

Full information can be found on the OTVARC 
Web Site, www.otvarc.org at: 
http://www.otvarc.org/FifthWednesday.htm  
where you’ll find a working log sheet as well.   
 

Our Fifth Wednesday coordinator is Janet 
WB7FJC.  She’ll be on vacation during this 
contest, so Joe Kelly KE7ZZO will be the “voice 
of Fifth Wednesday” and handle the on-air 
announcements.  If you’re new to Fifth 
Wednesday, join us at 147.54 MHz on September 
29th. 
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FIFTH WEDNESDAY - SEPTEMBER 29TH 

When we listed OTVARC members who helped 
at SEASEASEASEA----PAC PAC PAC PAC in June we missed Don Baldwin 
AA2V. Sorry about that, and we appreciate all 
who help to make this a premier event each 
year. 
 

SEASEASEASEA----PAC  2011 PAC  2011 PAC  2011 PAC  2011 will take place at Seaside, Oregon 
June 3 - 5, 2011.  Put these dates on your 
calendar and plan to attend and volunteer 
in some way. 
 

Contact Al K7SIC, Will N7THL, Wayne 
AI9Q, or Darwin K7PSD to volunteer. 
 

MEMBERS WORKING AT SEASEASEASEA----PACPACPACPAC 

ELECTIONS COMMITTEE 

The Elections Committee for Election of Officers 
and Trustees for the 2011 Board of Directors 
was appointed at the August 25th Board 
Meeting. Jenny Roberson K7JLR will serve as 
coordinator for the Committee.  Jim Schaeffer 
KD7ADH and Kristen Tomson K7KWT complete 
the committee.   If you would like to serve on 
this important committee, contact Jenny at k7jlf 
at arrl.net or at 503.848.2283. 
 
Interested in being placed in nomination for one 
of our four Officer positions (President; Vice 
President; Secretary; Treasurer) or in one of the 
two Trustee positions? Contact Jenny at k7jlf at 
arrl.net or at 503.848.2283. 
 
The Elections Committee seeks member interest 
in serving the club as a member of the nine-
member Board of Directors.  They recruit 
members for service to the club and invite 
interested people to contact them.  The 
Committee is charged to organize the election 
process following Bylaw requirements.   
 
They will present their nominations at the 
November 18th meeting.  Nominees will be 
received from the floor as well.   Your ballot 
will arrive by mail prior to the end of 
November and be due back in the club mail 
box by December 16th. 

JARVIS ISLAND DXpedition 

On August 31st the Refuge Manager at US Fish & 
Wildlife Service (FWS) notified the Radio 
Expeditions Inc team that it will receive a permit 
to conduct the next DXpedition to Jarvis Island 
(KH5). 
 

In early 2010 the FWS staff developed a draft 
"Compatibility Determination for Amateur Radio 
Operations at the Jarvis Island National Wildlife 
Refuge". This document contains the rules and 
constraints for DXpeditions at Jarvis. Radio 
Expeditions Inc submitted an application for a 
permit and, with the owner of the "MV 
Braveheart", met with the refuge management 
staff in April to discuss plans, constraints, and 
options. 
 

Since more than one group submitted an 
application which met the requirements of the 
compatibility determination, a lottery among the 
qualified groups was held at the FWS Honolulu 
office by the refuge manager on 2010 August 
30. Radio Expeditions Inc was fortunate to be 
selected.  The Dxpedition has been postponed 
one year until 2011 November. November is the 
best month to visit Jarvis Island from a 
propagation standpoint. 
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If you have an HF station, sooner or later you will 
make contacts outside the continental United 
States. You might find it easier than you think – it 
is quite commonly done even with QRP and is 
well within the ability of what I call a “PRQ” 
station: 100 watts with a modest antenna. The 
Pacific and East Asia are very accessible from the 
west coast. There are many ways to enjoy such 
contacts, just as there are with domestic contacts. 
One very popular activity is to participate in an 
awards program where your success at collecting 
confirmed contacts is measured against a given 
set of criteria. There are many such awards, and 
the premier DX award family is the ARRL DX 
Century Club, or DXCC, program. 
 

Your initial award in this program is earned once 
you’ve contacted and confirmed 100 different 
countries. This is easier than it sounds, because of 
the definition of “country” that is used in DXing. 
A more accurate terminology is to call them 
“DXCC entities” because the key aspects of an 
entity are political and geographical. For 
example, the USA comprises about 20 DXCC 
entities: Mainland US, Alaska, Hawaii, Puerto 
Rico, US Virgin Islands, Guam, American Samoa, 
Mariana Islands, Guantanamo Bay, plus many 
smaller Pacific and Caribbean islands. There is no 
requirement that an entity be inhabited or have a 
separate governmental district such as a state 
government. Indeed there are many desolate, 
remote islands that count as DXCC entities. As of 
this writing, there are 338 entities on the DXCC 
list and, yes, there are amateurs out there who 
have worked and confirmed every single one of 
them. 
 

There are a wide variety of categories. You can 
get awards for CW, Phone, Digital, or Mixed. 
There are awards for specific bands, such as the 
Five Band DXCC for working 100 on each band 
10, 15, 20, 40, and 80 meters. There’s a QRP 
version. You can go to www.arrl.org and search 
for DXCC to find the full details. 
                                                                        — Carl Clawson WS7L 

   Part 2 covers: 
   Confirmations and Record-Keeping 

DX 101 – The ARRL DXCC PROGRAM 

REPEATER REPAIRS & UPDATES 

Wes Allen, our repeater coordinator, took a long-
planned trip to Goat Mountain to audit the 
condition of our three repeaters.  He reports that 
ice damage to antenna for our 440.25 MHz 
repeater will necessitate replacing the main 
antenna.   This is an unplanned equipment 
expense.  The Board of Directors approved up to 
$1,000 for the replacement. 
 

The 223.94 MHz machine upgrade is expected to 
be complete before “the snow flies.”  The club 
has purchased a 223 MHz duplexer, to upgrade 
this machine.  This should make it a premier 
repeater for 222 MHz. 
 

How can you help?  First, by maintaining your 
membership in our club.  Your membership dues 
are used, in part, to care for our repeaters.  
Second, by encouraging other repeater uses to 
join our club — or at least to contribute each 
year to the Repeater Fund.  Third, use the 
repeaters and invite your contacts to meet you 
on one of our machines. 

OTVARC AUGUST NAQP CONTEST 
At least eight members of OTVARC participated in 
the August 21st North American QSO Party,    
sponsored by the NATIONAL CONTEST 
JOURNAL.  All eight have submitted logs for the 
club’s add-on contest, OTVARC NAQP by deadline 
for this issue of The OSCILLATOR. Others have 
until September 4th to do so. 

 
We are scoring our club contest this way: 
We added an operating time multiplier (one for 
each hour, issued in quarter hour segments) and a 
1,000 point bonus for a sweep in each of three 
categories (US, Canada; and NA Countries).  Band 
conditions did not allow for a sweep in any 
category for our club participants. 
 
An OTVARC NAQP Award will be given to the top 
entry.    
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Emergency preparedness,  from Page 1  
Emergency preparedness is no longer the sole 
concern of earthquake-prone Californians and 
those who live in "Tornado Alley." For 
Americans, preparedness must now account for 
man-made disasters as well as natural ones. 
Knowing what to do during an emergency is an 
important part of being prepared and may make 
all the difference when seconds count.  
 
In Oregon, Flooding; Ice and Windstorms; and 
Earthquakes all are likely.  We can’t know the 
date and time, so we must be prepared all the 
time.  With Floods, for example, we should: 
 

Step 1: Get a Kit 
 

Prepare an Emergency Supply Kit, which includes 
items like non-perishable food, water, a battery-
powered or hand-crank radio, extra flashlights 
and batteries. You may want to prepare a 
portable kit and keep it in your car or ready to 
load in the car at a moment’s notice. This kit 
should include: 
    * Copies of prescription medications and 
medical supplies; 
    * Bedding and clothing, including sleeping 
bags and pillows; 
    * Bottled water, a battery-operated radio and 
extra batteries, a first aid kit, a flashlight; 
    * Copies of important documents: driver's 
license, Social Security card, proof of residence, 
insurance policies, wills, deeds, birth and 
marriage certificates, tax records, etc. 
 

Step 2: Make a Plan and Prepare your family 
    * Make a Family Emergency Plan. Your family 
may not be together when disaster strikes, so it is 
important to know how you will contact one 
another, how you will get back together and 
what you will do in case of an emergency. 
    * Plan places where your family will meet, 
both within and outside of your immediate 
neighborhood. 
    * It may be easier to make a long-distance 
phone call than to call across town, so an out-of-
town contact may be in a better position to 
communicate among separated family members. 
 

    * You may also want to inquire about 
emergency plans at places where your family 
spends time: work, daycare, school, and place of 
worship. If no plans exist, consider volunteering to 
help create one. 
    * Be sure to consider the specific needs of your 
family members and pets 
     * Take a Community Emergency Response 
Team (CERT) class. Keep your training current. 
 

Step 3: Be Informed: Familiarize yourself with 
these terms to help identify a flood hazard 
    * Flood Watch: Flooding is possible. Tune in to 
NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or 
television for information 
    * Flash Flood Watch: Flash flooding is possible. 
Be prepared to move to higher ground; listen to 
NOAA Weather Radio, commercial radio, or 
television for information. 
    * Flood Warning: Flooding is occurring or will 
occur soon; if advised to evacuate, do so 
immediately. 
    * Flash Flood Warning: A flash flood is 
occurring; seek higher ground on foot immediately. 
 
Step 4: Emergency heat and power 
    *  Identify sources of emergency power for your 
radios and to provide heat (electric and gas) 
    *  “Exercise” your emergency equipment at least 
every month. 



 HAPPY SEPTEMBER BIRTHDAY   

  6  Raul Gonzalez  N7BAR 
   7 Cindy Ward AD7PS 
   7 Luther W Brisky KC7KVL 
 10 Richard Hicks KF7JFU 
 15 Bob Heath KD7OHF 
 17 James Bryant KD7WZI 
 18 Larry White KF7HOK 
 19 Gerald Burn KA7UQO 
 23 Ryan Heath KD7QZL 
 28 Dick Lukins KD7YGB 
 

  DID WE MISS YOUR BIRTHDAY?   
Our database needs to be updated. 

otvarc@gmail.com 

  With Fall just around the  
  corner stock up on an  
  effective  lip balm. It makes a 
  good cuticle moisturizer! 

 

OREGON TRAIL LIP BALMOREGON TRAIL LIP BALMOREGON TRAIL LIP BALMOREGON TRAIL LIP BALM    
    

Created by:  Maureen O’Rourke KA7LAP 
 mcorourke@netzero.com 

 
Use Oregon Trail Lip Balm 

Available at Beaverton Pharmacy 

HAMFESTS & CONVENTIONS                        

DDDDC POWERC POWERC POWERC POWER    
Anderson Connectors & MoreAnderson Connectors & MoreAnderson Connectors & MoreAnderson Connectors & More    

 

Wes Allen,  K7WWG 
     665 SW 167th Ave•503-531-4081 

Beaverton, OR 97006 
 

e-mail:     sales@dcpwr.com 
Web:   www.dcpwr.com 

 

18 September 2010 
MicroHAMS Digital Conference 
MicroHAMS Radio Club 
Microsoft Corporate Campus 
15120 NE 40th Street 
Redmond, WA 98052 
www.microhams.com/registration/ 
Talk-In: 146.58 
Phil Moscinski , N2EU 
5610 322nd Avenue SE Fall City, WA 98024 
Phone: 206-255-6779 
pmoscinski@gmail.com  
 

 
23 October 2010 
Swap-Tober-Fest 
Polk County Fairgrounds 
520 South Pacific Highway West 
Rickreall, OR 97371 
Mid-Valley ARES 
http://swaptoberfest.net 
Talk-In: 146.86 (PL 186.2) 
Donald Brusch K7UN 
PO Box 5130 
Salem, OR 97304 
503.371.8070 
k7un@arrl.net 
 

 
4 - 6 JUNE 2011 
SEASEASEASEA----PACPACPACPAC    

NW Division ARRL Convention 
Seaside Convention Center, Seaside Oregon 
www.seapac.org 
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SEPTEMBER LUNCH BUNCH 

 
September 16 

Club Moves To New Home 
At Sunset Presbyterian Church 

 
September 17 - 19 

Travelers’ Camp Out 
Waterloo County Park/near Lebanon 

 
October 2 

Technician Classes Open 
 

Saturday September 25th 
1:30 pm 

 

 
Nonna Emilia Restorante Italino 

17210 SW Shaw Street 
Beaverton 

172nd and TV Highway 
503-649-2232 

   

Questions? 
Linda KC7YTD 

kc7ytd@gmail.com  
503.246.8879 
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A beginners class, to earn the Technician Class 
Amateur Radio License, is scheduled for three 
Saturdays in October from 1:00 - 4:00 pm. 
Classes are held on October 2nd, 9th, and 16th at 
Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Station 67 in 
Beaverton.  Attend all three classes and you’ll be 
ready to take your exam on November 6th. 
  

Looking for a fun activity? Want to help your 
community?  Need some disasters skills on your 
résumé? Prepared for the worst? Or, just want to 
be prepared for the worst?  
 

Tualatin Valley Fire & Rescue Station 67  
13810 SW Farmington Road, Beaverton  

(West of Beaverton High School)  
 
These classes are sponsored by the Oregon 
Tualatin Valley Amateur Radio Club (OTVARC).  
If you know someone who you’d like to see this 
invitation, send their email address to the club at 
otvarc at gmail.com.  We’ll send them an 
invitation. 
 
For more information, contact:  
Janet Bell at 503.648.4147, 971.404.7291 or 
wb7fjc@arrl.net. 

Six Meters is known as "The Magic Band" to 
many of its fans, but the best description I ever 
heard came from a ham I worked during a frantic 
summer Sporadic-E opening: "This is a great 
band if you like having Mother Nature pull your 
chain." 
 

Six meters offers nearly every kind of 
propagation known. At the peak of a sunspot 
cycle, when the solar flux rises to between 150 
and 200, the F-layer skip familiar to HF operators 
can provide worldwide contacts on six. If the flux 
goes significantly above 200, DX work on six 
can even get fairly reliable. Propagation modes 
more familiar to VHF operators, such as sporadic-
E, auroral, meteor-scatter, transequatorial and 
moonbounce, all have been used on six meters. 
 

Sporadic-E is the most common workhorse for 
six-meter operators. This mode of propagation 
can provide contacts over a few hundred miles or 
a couple of thousand miles or more with a 
"double-hop." “Skip season" runs from May to 
July, with another, shorter, peak in December 
and early January, but this propagation mode 
can appear at any time.  This article appeared in 
QRPp, Spring 2000 and was written by Dave 
Finley N1IRZ 

Technician -  Amateur Radio License Class  

6 METERS IS ALIVE 

  OTVARC MEMBERS are 
welcome to include an ad 
in each issue of THE 
OSCILLATOR as space 
allows. 
 

Cushcraft A3S beam  
(10-15-20 meters) with 40 meter add-on 

Cushcraft R7 vertical  
(10-12-15-17-20-30-40 meters) 

Assembly and Installation Manuals 
both antennas for $200 total 

Dale Mosby K7FW 
503.640.0217 or dale at archcape.com 

 
Icom IC-706 (original, no letters) 

 with SignaLink USB and connecting cable.  $375. 
Also, 

100 ft RG-8X cable free, 
  Dana Gehm KB6VIV, thomehm@yahoo.com 

 CLUB TRAILER RENOVATION 

Renovation continues on the Club 
Communications Trailer.  Work slowed over the 
winter due to wet conditions, but Al W7SIC, 
Alvin KB7VHI, and JD K7JDF have been working 
to seal the trailer from the elements so work 
continue through the coming Fall and Winter.  
The underfloor has been re-installed and awaits 
being secured so the overlay may be installed 
over it.   

Needing completion are: Interior Wall, Electrical 
Wiring, and installation of the entry steps.  If you 
have interest in joining the renovation team, 
contact any of the above and let them know your 
skill and interest. 

The Communication Trailer replaces the previous 
Construction Office used for many years. 
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OUR NEW MEETING HOME IOWA HIGH ALTITUDE BALLOON 
Beginning this month, Thursday, September 16th, 
our meeting place will be at The Sunset 
Presbyterian Church.  Located at exit 65 of US 26,  
the church is at 14986 NW Cornell Road, just one 
block north of the freeway.  This links to a map:  
http://tinyurl.com/otvarc-site 
 
Here are directions from three locations: 
 

From Oregon 217 & US 26 (4 miles) 
Take US-26 West toward the Coast 

Take exit 65 for Cornell Rd/Bethany Blvd 
Turn right at NW Cornell Rd 

Destination will be on the right: 
14986 NW Cornell Rd 

 

From NW 23rd St, NW Portland (7 miles) 
Take NW Lovejoy Street to NW Cornell Rd 

Take NW Cornell Rd to destination on your left: 
14986 NW Cornell Rd 

 

From Tualatin Valley Highway & 185th (4 miles) 
Take Tualatin Valley Highway east 

Turn left at SW 170th Ave 
Turn right at SW Merlo Rd 

Continue onto SW 158th Ave  
Turn right at NW Cornell Rd 

Destination will be on the right: 
14986 NW Cornell Rd 

 

We are meeting on the second floor of the 
Community Building, a large two story building 
at the east side of the property.  There is ample 
parking on the east side of the community center.  
We enter the double doors at the east entrance. 
Go upstairs and turn left to the large room.  There 
is an elevator for those who require it. 
 

There will not be food service at our club 
meeting. However, there are dozens of food sites 
within a mile of our club meeting.  A list is 
included in this issue of THE OSCILLATOR. 
 

The Board of Directors believes this new site will 
meet our needs for some time to come.  Your 
patience during this transition assures a 
successful move.   
 
Speak to any member of the board with your 
suggestions to make the new location “home” 
for the club. 

The Iowa High 
Altitude Balloon 
Project is designing & 
building a vehicle to 
fly into Near Space. 
Near space is the 

region of Earth's atmosphere that lies between 
65,000 and 325,000–350,000 feet above sea 
level, encompassing the stratosphere, 
mesosphere, and thermosphere. This target area 
is above where a commercial airliner flies but 
below the realm of  orbiting satellite. The area is 
of interest for military surveillance purposes, as 
well as to commercial interests for 
communications. Craft that fly in near space, 
nearcraft, are generally high altitude balloons, 
blimps (non-rigid airships) and sounding rockets.  
 

Marshall Dias WØOTM  is the core leader on the 
project. On Saturday, August 28th, Dias launched 
their first balloon.  Family and friends assisted in 
the launch near Ottumwa, Iowa.  This first 
Balloon was launched into near space, about 17 
miles in altitude. It carried a camera taking 
pictures about every 10 seconds, tracking and 
data gathering equipment, and a 20 meter 
beacon. The payload, with a parachute attached, 
was deployed when the balloon burst at about 
84,000 feet.  The payload was located by radio 
direction finding in a corn field near Cedar 
Rapids, Iowa. 
 

The beacon was heard across the United States, 
Brazil, Australia and Europe on 20.066.6 MHz.  
Amateurs alert to this launch reported online their 
reception of the beacon as it was inflight. 
 

Marshall WØOTM is a banker as a profession, 
and an amateur photographer.  Although more 
than two thousand pictures were taken, only a 
few turned out due to fogging of the camera port.   
Marshall reports that planning is underway to 
launch again, this time with video cameras in the 
payload. He hopes to work with local schools 
and integrate the high-altitude balloons into 
science projects. 
 

For more information on the project, go to 
www.w0otm.com/ihab. 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
NORTHWESTERN DIVISION ARRL CONVENTION 

SEASIDE CONVENTION CENTER 
Seaside Oregon 

    
    

June 3 - 5, 2011 
    

MAKE YOUR PLANS TO ATTEND 
www.seapac.org 

FIRST CLASS MAIL 

OREGON TUALATIN VALLEY 
 AMATEUR RADIO CLUB 
880 NE 25th Ave.   Ste 2-160 
Hillsboro OR 97124-6258 

CLUB MEETING 
SEPTEMBER 16TH 

 

29th Year 

 
OTVARC ADDRESSES: 

880 NE 25th Ave  Ste 2-160 
     Hillsboro OR 97124-6258 

otvarc@gmail.com 


